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OIST and Shionogi sign Collaboration Agreement 

 
Okinawa, Japan, September 4, 2011 - On October 3, 2011, the Okinawa Institute of Science and 
Technology (OIST) and Shionogi & Co.Ltd. signed a Memorandum of Understanding. The 
agreement establishes a framework for the two organizations to conduct research on a cooperative 
basis. In particular, OIST and Shionogi will: share information on research projects, organize 
exchange of opinions between their researchers, and OIST will introduce to Shionogi researchers 
who are conducting research programs matching the interests of Shionogi. 
 
“I am delighted by the establishment of collaboration with Shionogi,” said OIST President-elect 
Jonathan Dorfan. “Shionogi is an internationally renowned Japan-based pharmaceutical company 
engaged in the business, amongst other things, of developing and commercializing 
pharmaceutical products that address unmet medical needs. At OIST, we have highly imaginative 
academic minds and sophisticated research infrastructure that will generate scientific 
breakthroughs in diverse areas. Our collaboration with Shionogi will open the door to sharing 
mutual expertise.” 
 
One of the key objectives in creating OIST is to contribute to the promotion and self-sustaining 
development of Okinawa. Outstanding intellectual capital alone cannot generate sustainable 
economic growth.  The challenge is to identify the best methods to take the new developments 
out of the laboratories and into industry and commerce. The Memorandum of Understanding 
between OIST and Shionogi is a positive step forward in this process. 
 
Both OIST and Shionogi will be present at the BioJapan 2011 congress held in Yokohama from 
5-7 October, where there will be a meeting between Shionogi President Dr. Isao Teshirogi and Dr. 
Dorfan from OIST to discuss future collaboration. 
 
The Okinawa Institute of Science and Technology (OIST) is a new graduate university. The 
purpose of OIST is to conduct world-class research and education in science and technology in 
Okinawa, to contribute to the self-sustaining development of Okinawa and to the advancement of 
science and technology worldwide. It has launched a program of international courses and 
workshops that have already achieved worldwide recognition. Full accreditation as a new 
graduate university is expected in November 2011. 
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